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Congress of the Tnited States

House of Representatives

Dear Friends:

What a great time to be an American! As we look forward to the challenges of the year
ahead, we should pause to reflect on the incredible successes of 2003 - the spectacular
capture of deposed Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein by U.S. soldiers, a year of promising eco-
nomic growth and record new home construction, as well as continued job creation.

The tides have turned in the war on terrorism. In the more than two years since terror-
ists attacked the Pentagon and World Trade Centers, the United States and our allies around
the world have delivered justice to terrorists and tyrants alike. Though we have been success-
ful to date, terrorist threats persist. Letters containing the highly poisonous powder ricin were
sent to the Capitol Building in Washington, closing office buildings and disrupting mail deliv-
ery. Thankfully, nobody was harmed by this attack, but it underscores that the threat of terror-
ism is still present.

As we consider next year’s federal spending, we must do whatever it takes to balance
the budget. Even though we are in a time of war, the current deficits are simply unacceptable.
| intend to make some tough choices when it comes to reining in federal spending, and | will
urge others in Congress to do the same.

In February, the House Resources Committee held a hearing to look into the recently
revised Sierra Nevada forest plan. For the sake of our northern California communities, for-
ests and economy, it is critical that this and other forest management plans adequately ad-
dress the very real fire danger our region faces due to poor forest health. Accordingly, | will
continue to work to promote common sense environmental policies in Congress, and will
seek to modernize our existing laws.

You will find enclosed my 2004 Congressional Questionnaire. | hope you will take a
moment to complete and return it. Your input is valuable to me as | seek to better represent
__ the interests of northern California in Washington. Also, if you have a moment, please
H feel free to visit my web site on the Internet at http://www.house.gov/herger/.
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Town Hall Meeting Schedule
[ saturday, April 24

Magalia
9:00 AM - Paradise Pines Property
Owners Association Building
14211 Wycliff Way

Orland
NOON - Carnegie Center
912 Third Street

Woodland
3:30 PM - Leake Room
Woodland Public Library
250 First Street

Weaverville [ Monday, Apl'll 26 ]

P —

° Mt. Shasta

Colusa
9:00 AM - City Council Chambers
425 Webster Street

Yuba City
Red Bluff @ NOON - City Council Chambers
1201 Civic Center Boulevard

Wheatland
3:30 PM - Pioneer Hall
315 B Street

[ Saturday, May 1 ]

Red Bluff
9:00 AM - Red Bluff Community Center
1500 S. Jackson Street

Woodland Mt. Shasta
b 3:30 PM - Mt. Shasta Elementary School

Cafeteria - 501 Cedar Street

o Redding

Service Academy Nominations [ Monday, May 3 j

e000000000000000 Weaverville
10:00 AM - Trinity County Library
211 N. Main Street

Redding
2:00 PM - City Council Chambers

Young men and women interested in ap-
plying for an appointment to one of the ser-
vice academies must have their applica-
tions in by the October 31, 2004 deadline. 777 Cypress Avenue
To be eligible, you must be a resident of

California's 2nd Congressional District, : =]

and must be between the ages of 17 Al 3 : J

and 22 years old. If you are interested [# ©utpatient Cin [I Ll
in this unique educational experience, | . Eﬂﬁ |

please call my office at 530-893-8363,

or write me at the following address:

Rep. Wally Herger
55 Independence Circle, Suite 104
Chico, CA 95973
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Fightmg f6r eale

Did you know... Located in Yuba County, Beale Air
Force Base provides $500 million annually to our
northern California economy, and is the largest
employer north of Sacramento to the Oregon border.
In addition, Beale is home to some of America’s
most important airborne missions, including the U-2,
Global Hawk, and KC-135E refuelers.
Airmen and aircraft from Beale have played major
roles recently in both Operation Iraqi Freedom and
Operation Enduring Freedom. Still, as a community,
we have an uphill battle ahead of us to save Beale
from closing as part of the 2005 BRAC process.
o0 000000OCGCOGCEOGEOGSEOSNOIO
If you would like to learn more about local
efforts to save Beale, please log on to

http://www.house.gov/herger

2004 Congressional Questionnaire

1. Certain segments of the economy, including our rural agriculture, face
problems in finding available labor due to a general shortage of workers.
Give this information, would you support expanding the guest worker
program to allow more legal aliens to the United States?

2. With high federal budget deficits projected for the near future, would
you support ratcheting down spending even if it resulted in reduced fed-
eral projects at the local level?

3. Do you support making English the official national language of the
United States of America?

4. Some in Washington suggest the best way to reduce budget deficits is
to repeal the tax relief measures passed into law in 2001, 2002 and 2003.
Others contend this would negatively affect economic recovery and job
creation. Do you support the continuation of the recent tax relief mea-
sures?

5. Would you support the Federal Marriage Amendment - a proposed
Constitutional amendment to define legal marriage as the union of one
man and one woman?

6. Recent trends in prime-time television content have generated renewed
debate about what constitutes suitable standards for family viewing.
Would you support the strengthening and vigorous enforcement of federal
broadcast indecency rules?

7. Would you support limited commercial timber harvesting in our National
Forests to offset the cost of much-needed fuel reduction and other fire
protection?

8. Given recent information, do you believe America and its allies were
justified in acting to preemptively disarm and remove Saddam Hussein?

9. On the whole, do you believe President George W. Bush is doing a
good job?

10. On the whole, do you believe Congress is doing a good job?
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Please mark your responses, cut out this page and fold so return address on other side faces outward.
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Medicare and What it Means to You

A voluntary prescription drug benefit was re-
cently added to Medicare. Yet many have yet
to hear the facts - what the plan does, when it
=] goes into effect, and how it can help you. While
not perfect, the new law is a step in the right direction.

First off, the plan gives seniors - especially the 12
million low-income seniors who need the most help - re-
lief from high prescription drug prices. It also provides
better access to medicines at a lower cost while main-
taining an individual’s choice of drug plans. To help bring
drug costs down and make prescriptions more readily
available, the new law seeks to bring generic medica-
tions to the market faster. Finally, the plan helps protect
the benefits of those who already have drug coverage
from former employers.

Later this year, a Medicare approved drug discount
card will deliver seniors up to 25% savings on prescrip-
tion costs. Low-income seniors will receive an additional
$600 cash subsidy in 2004 and 2005 as part of this dis-
count card. The card will be effective until January 2006,
when the full prescription drug benefit becomes available.
Seniors can begin enrolling in their choice of drug plans
in 2005.

Seniors who are happy with their current cover-
age do not have to enroll, and will see no changes in their
current benefits. No senior will be forced into anything -
not an HMO, not the new drug benefit, not anything. In
2006, those who enroll in the new plan will pay monthly
premiums of about $35 with a $250 deductible. After that,
Medicare will pay 75% of their drug costs up to $2250,
and will pay 95% of their catastrophic, out-of-pocket costs
over $3600.

Although many are happy with their current cov-
erage, since the mid-1980s, the number of employers of-
fering prescription drug coverage to retirees has steadily
declined. The new law attempts to slow this process by
offering employers 28 cents for every dollar they spend
on drug benefits for retirees -- an incentive to continue
coverage.

Rising health costs affect everyone, not just se-

During a recent visit to Gridley High School, students
meet with Congressman Herger and discuss national
issues of importance to northern California.

niors. For this reason, the plan establishes Health Savings
Accounts. These tax deductible savings accounts can be used
to pay for medical expenses incurred by an individual or fam-
ily.

Another important element of the program- especially
for northern California - is assistance for rural health care.
The plan significantly increases Medicare reimbursements for
hospital facilities in areas like ours, making it easier to recruit
qualified physicians.

| believe this Medicare plan is a positive first step.
Along the way it has gained the support of more than 300
nationally recognized healthcare advocacy groups, including
the AARP, the American Medical Association, the Easter Seals,
and the American Hospital Association.

The new Medicare law will help millions of seniors who
currently have no drug coverage defray those high costs. While
not perfect, for the first time we are providing a voluntary pre-
scription drug benefit for seniors under Medicare - and that’s
worthy of support.

Want to learn more? Contact 1-800-MEDICARE.
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